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Photographs documenting various aspects of American life over the past 
100 years, taken by some of this country’s most celebrated photographers, will 
be on view at The Cleveland Museum of Art from September 8 through October 3, 

1976, in an exhibition entitled The American Situation: The Camera’s Century . 

Dating from 1862 to 1971, the 86 photographs in the exhibition provide 
intimate glimpses of the American people in a wide range of settings --from 
western prairies to New York City streets, from revival meetings to rock festivals. 

Drawn mainly from the collections of the Library of Congress, the 
International Museum of Photography at George Eastman House, Rochester, New 
York, and The Museum of Modern Art in New York City, the photographs were 
assembled by The William Hayes Ackland Memorial Art Center of The University 
of North Carolina, under the supervision of its director, Joseph C. Sloane. 

The photographs are not presented chronologically, but grouped under 
headings suggested by their subject matter: The Family, The Military Experience, 

The Universe of Sport. Exhibited under the heading. The Working Day, for 
example, is a picture of a miner taken around 1868 by Timothy O’Sullivan, 

Lewis Hine’s poignant scene of a child laborer in a textile mill, dated about 
1909, and Margaret Bourke-White’s photograph of men building the Fort Peck Dam 
in Montana. 


(more) 


2 -the american situation 


A grouping entitled A Variety of Americans records the diversity of the 
American people. It includes photographs made at the turn of the century-- 
Edward Curtis’s Blackfoot Indian chief, and Arnold Genthe’s Chinese vegetable 
peddler--as well as works close to our own time- -Dorothea Lange’s young black 
boys cooling off in a Georgia water hole, and Bruce Davidson’s couple dancing 
to the music of a juke box in Spanish Harlem. 

In his foreword to the exhibition catalogue, Sloane observes how some 
classes of Americans are better represented in this exhibition than others. 

The city dweller, the farmer, the small-town citizen, and the frontiersman have 
all been photographed at length, he says, ,r but the lives of the rich have seldom 
been recorded, and it is hard to find good pictures of the cultural life of the 
nation. ” 

Pictures of the poor are understandably prominent in this exhibition since 
a number of the great photographers represented here-- Jacob Riis, Lewis Hine, 
and Bruce Davidson, to name a few- -have used their cameras to expose the evils 
of slum life, child labor, and other social abuses. 

Some of the most powerful examples of documentary photography shown here 
are the pictures taken during the 1930s by Walker Evans, Dorothea Lange, John 
Vachon, and Marion Post-Wolcott, the brilliant men and women hired by the Farm 
Security Administration to acquaint the American public with the plight of 
migratory workers and poor farmers living in areas suffering from drought and 
soil erosion. 

Other aspects of American life are reflected in the pictures of school 
life made at the turn of the century by Frances Benjamin Johnson and the 
photographs taken by Alexander Gardner recording the settlement of the West. 


(more) 



3-the american situation 


In Sloane's words, these images "remind us that there are scenes in our 
past of which we can well be proud, others of which we should be heartily ashamed. 
In any case there will, in time, be a record of the next hundred years, and it 
may be good for us to pause and consider what appearances we will shape for 
cameras yet to come. How will we look in the situations that lie ahead?" 

The American Situation; The Camera's Century is installed in the Museum's 
upper level exhibition gallery. Its Cleveland showing is assisted by a grant 
from the Ohio Arts Council. Admission to the exhibition is free. 

# # # 


For additional information or photographs, please contact Ann Edwards, The 
Cleveland Museum of Art, 11150 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106; 216/421-7340. 



